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BUFF~-BREASTED SANDPIPZR SEEN FOR NEW HOWARD COUNTY REGORD -~ Rick Blom

Following are the field notes submitted by Rick Blom of the Baltimore Chapter‘of
MO8 to substantiate the sighting of a Buff-breasted Sandpiper which is & new species
for Howard County,

9-15-79. While scoping through a flock of Killdeer (Charadrius vociferous) at a
turf sod farm on Rt, 32 in Howard Co, I saw & bird I identified as & first year Buff-
breasted 3andpiper, It was 1:50 p.m, snd I was sitting in my car on the shoulder of
the road scanning the turf for birds, The turf farm sits below the level of the road,
so the view is excellent, There were about 70 Killdeer present, Just as I was about to
quit, I noticed a =mmall flock of Killdeer less than 30' away from the road, With them
was one different bird, It wes slightly amaller than a Killdeer, though when it raised
its head & extended its neck, it appeared teller than a Kllldeero It haed the general
look of a "typical" plover: short-bill, small head, long neck, The legs were pale
yellowish, The upper breest was washed with bu££y<£ading»as—it approached the belly,
and becoming white at the under tsil coverts, #%t close range through s 30x scope, faint
stresks could be seen on the sides, 4-6 on each side, and very fine, The throat was
whitish, The head was buff/brown, slightly derker on the cep. The bird hed & complete
distinct white eye ring, The bill was entirely black, not &s short as & Black-bellied
Flover's (Pluvialis squetarols), but thinner, The bill was shorter in relation to the
size of the bird than typicel Qaelidris sandpipers, The eye was dark, The head was dove-
like, roundish, & smnell, the neck longer & thinner than most sandpipers. The upper back
was pale brown, the IOWer back darker, The tmil did not extend beyond the wingtips and
was dark in the center, edged with whlte.

While on the ground it was constantly "alert," head up. It would dart 8-10 steps,
freeze, pick at the ground no more than twice, freeze in a head up position, and repeat
the processs The manner much resembles & Killdeer, When working repidly the bird bobbed
its head back & forth like a pigeon,

The Killdeer were feeding primarily on open dirt where strips of sod had been torn
out, but the Buff-breast stayed strictly on the edge, being occasionally in the dirt
& occasionally in the short grass, ’

When the birds flew to another open area about 50 yds, away, the feeding pattern
wag the seme. In all.l watched the bird for 30-35 minutes, The sky was 95% clear &
the sun was at my back, Humidity was low, Winds were N-NW at about 12 lPH., Tewpera-
ture weg about 77°F. A moderate cold front had passed through the night before,

I saw four Buff-breasts at Brigantine in New Jersey in August of 1977, in this
same plumage., This is the first I have seen in Md., & I believe the 1lst record for
Howard Co, '

G-16-79 Bob Ringler failed to find the bird in mid-afternoon.
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‘BIRD NALZS & OWLS

Second in a series, For bibliography see VOW. VIII, NO. 2 of HOWARD,
i
BARN OWLS - Tytonidae :
Tytonidae - Latinized form of Greek tyto, "a night owl"; femily has distinctive
monkey face and comblike edge to the claw of the middle toe; word for owl has
a commoh ancestor of imitative origin derived from cells whether it is the Old
Znglish "ule", Swedish "uggla", German "eule, or Latin "ulula",

Barn Owl - Tyto alba
Tyto - Greek for "a night owl"
elba - Latin for "white" which describes large portions of the plumage, the
white being especially visible in flight
Barn - one of the possgible nest sites
Other Common Nemes - lionkey~faced Owl; Golden Owl; White Qwl

u

TYPIGAL QWS - Strigidae
Strigidae - from hetin " strix” & Greek " strigx" meening " screech-owl"

Common Screech OWl - Otus 3310
Otus ~ Greek for "eared owl
asio - kétin for s Rind of "horned ow}'
Zeresch ~ supposedly describes the call which in reality is a quavering, plaintive
whistle
Other Common Hames - Little Horned Owl; Gray Owl; Red Owl; Shivering Owl

Great Horned Owl ~ Bubo v1rb1n13nus . S U
Bubo - s1m111r in Latin (bubo) Greeck (buas) meanlng "the groat horned owl”
virginianus -~ "Virginien" for the type locelity
Great Horned ~ from the resemblance of the large feathered head tufts to horns
Cther Common liemes - Big Hoot Owl; Get Qwl; Virginia Horned Owl

saowy Qwl - Nyctea sgandiace
Nyctea - Gresk for "nocturnzl" which maey be applicable to most owls but not this
species
scandiace -~ Latinizad form of the iype locality, "of Scandinavia"
Bnowy -~ for its epparently white_ pluuzage
Otner Gommon Nomes - Great White Owl; Zrmine Owl; Arctic Owl

Barred Owl -~ Strix varia
Strix - wetin & Greek " screech-owl”
varia - Latin for "variegsted"
Other Gommon Kemes - Hoot Owl; Rain Owl; 3wamp Owl; HRound~headed Cwl

ong-eared Qwl - Agic otus
Asio ~ see {omnwon 3orzech Owl
otus - see Gommon 3Scresch QWl- resorting to a reversel.of the katin name for the
Common Bereach (wl indicates 2 lack of imagination to say the least.
bong=eared -~ feather tufts on head appear especislly long on this species
Cther Compon Kewmes -~ Gat Owl; Lesser Horned Owl

Short-eared Owl - Asio flamweus
Agid ~ see Common Sereech Owl

flamrmeus - ketin for "fleming” or "flame-colored' which is puzaling. The gen-
erally buffy plussge would be the color of only the palest of flames,
Short-eared ~ short ear tufts are difficult to see

Cther Qommon Nemes - Marsh Qwl; $Swamp Cwl; Preiric owl
(cont. on page 4)



SUCCESIFUL SESD SALS SPAWNS A  SECOND

The Howard County Bird Club's initiel bird seed sale had a modest beginning

\_/Wlth salas of 4900 pounds of sunflower and 250 pounds of thistle (niger). It could
only have been possible with the enthusiastic cooperation of those members who helped
in a variety of capacities, the many individuals who purchased seed, and the organiza-
tional leadership of President Bileen Qlegg. Max Casper, Eva Sunell, and a friend of
the club hauled seed, Sheila Glanz helped with telephoning, and Ghuck Dupree and Jo
Solem asgsisted Bileen. On the day of the sale the following members helped for
varying periods: Max Casper, @ileen and John Clegg, Alice and Terry Kretz, Linda
WcDaniel, Jeanne Nichol son, Nan and Fred Rhinelander, Jo and Bob Solem, and Eva Sunell,
Our thanks to each one for help end enthusiaam, Despite initiasl advertising costs
associated with a new venture we cleared about $150,00 and are planning & second sale
(see article below), -Sales provide members and friends with seed at attractive prices
and benefit club projects. The Board is currently discussing severasl ideas which will
be described in a future newsletter,.

JANUARY SEED SALE ~ ORDER NOW FOR THE REST OF THE SBEASON
~ -

As many of our readers may be aware there was slmost a total absence of mast this
fall with acorns and hickory nuts being in especially short supply. This may mean
your feeders will be even more heavily used than usuel-~and hungry squirrels will went
a share., The worst and longest part of the winter is still to come for feeding con-
tinues well into #pril in this pert of the Pledmont., Take stock of your seed needs
and place an order now, <&ome of you may wonder why we offer only sunflower and niger,
The inclination of many individuals is to buy mixed seed because it is cheaper, but
‘ N\ wuch of the mix remains uneaten and it is likely to drew House-Sparrows, Buropean
3tarlings, Rock Doves, and membera of the blackbird family. In order %o discourdags

those species, we feel it i1s more sensible to stick to types of seed that attract
finches,: cardinals, titmice, chickadees, woodpeckers, grosbeaks, etc, If you have
little problem with pest species you mey want to pick up some mixed seed or fine
“eracked corn at a locsl store to keep our native sparrows, juncos, and Mourning Doves
coming to your feeders,

The second seed sale (and final one for this winter) will have a pick-up date
of Saturday, January 26th, at the First Presbyterian Church just east of Hy, 29 on
Rt. 108, 1In case a snow emergency is declared for that date and citizens are urged
to stay off the roads, the pickup will be postponed one week to Saturdsy, February 2nd, .-
Pickup is from 10100 AM, to 1300 P,M, Take adventage of our inflation-fighting
prices=-they remain the same &as for the first sale,

50 1bs. Sunflower - $12,50 plus .63 tax

25 1bs, Sunflower - § 6.75 plus .34 tax

50 1bs, Niger (thlstle) ~ $65,00 plus §3.25. tex
5 1bs, Niger - § 6.50 plus .35 tax

Orders must be received by January 16, 1980 accompanied by payment in full,
Include your name, address, and telephone number, Make checks payable to Howard
County MOS. &end orders to Eileen Clegg, 9094 Lembskin hane, CGolumbia, Md, 21045,
Mark the pickup date and time on your new calender; lest time a few people forgot to
pick up their seed, '

\— We again need helpers on the pickup date and hope to be able %o schedule you so
one hour is all that's needed. OCrll &ileen, 730-4362, if you can give her a hand,
As the workers at the first sale will be quick to tell you, they enjoyed their time
together with coffee and doughnuts providing sustenance,.



Saw-whet Ow]l - degoliusg acadicus

Aegolius - of unknown origin but used by Aristotle for & kind of owl S
acadicua ~ a Latinsm for "of Acadia' for Nova Scotism where first specimens were
taken

Saw-whet - from the resemblance of its cell to the sound of a saw being sharpened
Other Copmmon Newes - Acadian Owl; White-fronted Owl; Kirtland's Owl; Sparrow Owl

BAULDRY BRLUEBIRD BOX HELPS THWART NESTING HOUSE SPARROWS -~ Chuck Dupree

Vincent Bauldry of Green Bay, Wisconsin, utilizing his open top nestbox has had
grest success in discouraging House Sparrows from using the boxes., OConventional boxes
can easily be converted 4o an open top box by cutting a 3" diameter hole in the top
end covering the hole with a piece of hardware cloth,

Apparently the House Sparrow doesn't like the rain or maybe it is the light coming
in through the top that bothers it. Though it is unacceptable to the House Sparrow,
the bluebird readily uses the box, Gome to think of it I have seen bluebirds nesting
in the tops of tree snags and have heard of them using the rotted tops of fence posts
for nesting sites. ©On Larry Zeleny's trail bluebirds successfully nested in an open
top box, I have seen successful nestings of bluebirds in open %“op boxes at the Friends!'
tome in Montgomery Gounty where only sparrows had previously nested in conventional boxes,

If you have had sparrow problems or have not put up bluebird boxes because you
felt thet it was useless, why not try converting your standard box or installing en
open top box, Plans or boxes are availeble through the North American Bluebird Jociety,
Inc,, P.0, Box 6295, Silver Spring, Md. 20906 or at the next Howard Bird Glub msstinge
Information on your successes or failures would be greaily appreciated by the society.

1979 HOWARD GQOUNTY BIRL LISIS DUA

As indicated in the Nov.-Deec, issue of HOWARD the club is reviving a practice of
compiling & yearly bird list for the county, PFlease submit a list of 8ll bird species
you have seen within the boundaries of Howard Gounty to David Holmes, 5645-A Herpers.
Farm Rd.,, Golumbie, lid. <1044 on or before Janusry 15, 1980, If you can't finish it
by that date drop him 8 posteard or give him a cell letting him know that it will be
coming shortly. We will publish thz list in en upcoming newslettar, Let's make it
&s complete 8s possible,

Great Lakes Herring Gulls have
been marked with numbered and
lettered green, orange, blue or
pink leg ribbon - one on each
leg. If you see any Herring Gulls
so marked, please note number,
letter and colour of each ribbon
and date and place of sighting.
Contact Dr. D. V. Chip Weseloh or
Mr. Pierre Mineau, Canadian
Wildlife Service, Box 5050,
Burlington, Ontario, Canada,

LTR LA6. Tel. (416) 637-L26kL.
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CALENDAR

Listed below are the progrems and field trips for January and February, Meeting place

for both programs and field trips is the GREMPWER REALTY BUILDING ON LITTWE PATUXENT

PARKWAY IN COLUMBIA unless otherwise indicated, From the south entrance of Columbig

the building is located left, beyond Symphony Woods and the Fire House, but before you

reach Howard Community College (across from Wilson Garden Genter).

NOTE cNANGES

PROGRAMS

A

Jan, M, Thurs, - "Nature $tudied' - Luther Goldmen, Now retired, Luther hes had a
distinguished career with the U.8. Department of Interior as chief
photographer, He was the first refuge manager of Santa Ana and
Laguna Atmascosa National Wildlife Refuges in Texas, He is bringing
‘some of his choice photos for this progrem which will certainly
include numerous birds, 7345 P.M.

Feb, 14, Thurs, - "Annuel Potluck" et Nan & Fred Rhinelander's. This is the special
meeting which draws families and photographers, Bring a dozen of
your best nature slides to share, 0Call Alice Kretz, 997-9597 to
regerve space and choose food for the mesl. NOTE: This event has
become so popular that we are forced to plan ahead and limit the
group to the first 60 who call, Reserve space soon, The Rhinelander's
live on Fdlly Quarter Rd, The entrance to their rosd is marked with
"The Herbisry" sign. Follow lane to the last housge, Call Nan at
286-2427 for more specific directions., 6130-7300 P,M, arrival.

FIEWD TRIPS

Field trip cheirman is Chuck Dupree, 796-1086, Severe weather conditions may force
trip cancellation; if in doubt, contact Chuck or trip leader,

Jan, 19, Jat, -~ FEEZDER TRIP, HOWARD COUNTY - 8:00 A,M, kweader: Nan Rhinelander,
286-2427, Nan elways find & variety of interesting feeders to visit,
Check what other people are doing to attract birds., % day.

Feb, 3, i8un, - FZEDER TRIP, COLUMBIA - 1:00 P.M. & second opportunity to see what's
new in feeding and feeders concentrating on areas in Golumbia., % day,

Feb, 17, Sun, =~ BACK RIVER .SEWAGE TRAATMANT. PLANT, BALTIMORE - 8:00 A.M, Iuweadert
David Holmes, This is the location where most of the rare gulls were
spotted the last winters., Bven if there are no rarities it will be
an excellent opportunity to study the expected gulls in a variety of
plumages in the company of & highly experienced leader, % day,

BOARD MEETING
| 3%
The January Board meeting will be held on Thursday, Jan., <%th at 7:30 P.M, &t Jo
golem's, 10617 Graeloch Rd., Leurel, Md, Gall 725-5037 for directions,

NORTHERN ORIOLES AT MY FEZDER - Sheila Glanz

On January 12, 1979, a Northern (Beltimore) Oricle appeared at our front feeder,
The oriole came back about four times that month, During the first half of February it
appeared gporadicelly. By the second half of February, an oricle appeared every day,
On the twentieth we saw five orioles in our backyard. The orioles continued to come

(cont, on page 6)
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CRIOLES (cont.)
into the first week of May, The last we saw of them was the day of May Count which was
the fi ftho

We think we had et least four immature orioles, two msles and two females, but all
during the winter months we could not distinguish one from the other, I have pictures

taken in late April, 52;;;2
The feeder which attracted the orioles originally contained sunflower seeds,

The feeder hung from my porch ceiling. I filled the feeder with diced apple slices

(the skin was left on but never eaten), The birds took turns sitiing in the bottom of

the feeder eating the pieces of apple, I generaslly put in at least one apple a day,

Very occasionally the birds would go to asnother feeder and eat bits of sunflower seed,

BOOKSTORE NOT23 -~ Brenda Zricsson

Thanks to Max Casgper and Lynne and Jeffrey Clary who helped with the bookstore in
November end December respectively.

kavwrence Zeleny's book, The Bluebird, is now in paperback and will be available at
the January meeting for §$4,04,

With the start of the new year you may be thinking of ways to get your bird lists
in order, We have geveral bocks to help you with your record keeping. Among the choices
are The American Birding dssocistion ABA Checklist ($2.76), The Bird Finder's 3-year
Notebock (Bricsson, $06.61), and Birder's Life ist and Diary (Dietait, ¢2.52),

Bargasin hunters take note! On special sale at the January meeting will be Current
greeting and note cards at §.25 the pack--that's right 25¢, We will also have handmade
suet bags,

Howard County Bird Club
10617 Graeloch Rd.
Laurel, Md, 20810




