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HOWARD JOUNTY MAY OOUNT RESULTS MAY 1, 1976

If birders have nightmares g resurring one ie probably
that of totally inclement westher the day of a major
consug, This year's May Count whioh held the promise of
excellent totals 2s a result of an early spring was in-
oredibly mipgrable. Chan Robbing who has tallied in
Howard Gounty foxr several decades flatly stated 1%t was
hia wrst count day in 20 years, The rains didn’t atart
%11 after 8100 A.M. =0 the early risers got a coupls of
hours of good birding in; then csme migt which gradually
bscamg heavier until the deluge made birding ell but impessible
at times. The birds weren't moving and wree they weren't
ginging=—every speciecs added t¢ the list in the afternoon was
a msjor triumph, Tmagine a count with only 2 Turkey Vultures,
a totel of 10 hawks of ell spscles and the conspicuous absence of
numekous vommon spscles from many liasta, For those who ctuck it out for any part of that
day-to-remember you are to be thenked for your dedicstion (or mittiness). Totsls of all
" sdles were exiremely low as were overall totals. High specles weore Sterling 441, White-
wnroated Sparrow 216, Robin 185, Cerdinal 181; Odmmon GFackle 172 snd House Sperrow 149.~
Lagt year we had ssversli birders who sighted over 90 species——this year anything over 60
wae a good day's work; Chan Robbins 72, Jo Solem 70, Kris Xrishnemoorthy 65 end Rosamund
Munro 62, Twenty-five people participated of whom 9 were feeder and yerd watchers. Total
species for the day was 12";‘ somparsd to lagh year's record 145, 4 total of 5917 birds were
oountsd; last yeor 15'8290 Auvvne b out da be (2l - Pot Tocllsen alld

Among the 23 species of warblers seen Yellow-rumps, Ysllowthroate and Parulas led the
1list though at least singles were sesin of Prothonotary, Mesgnolis, Tsnnesuea,Black-throated
Biug, Csrulean and Ysllow=thxoateds Both orloles were sighted and both tenagers. Winter
birds lingered ec B. Grxosbesks, P. Finchas, H, Finches, Pingz Sisking and 1 Red-breasted
NMuthatch (R. Munro) appeared, Ten spscies of sparrows wers counted inaluding Vesper (RM),
Grasshopper, snd Fox (A, Pazekas), 4All awallows were noted except Bank, Duck speciez
wore low with only Mallards, Blacks & Wood Ducks making the list. Among the shorebirde
which stoppod for the day were Spotted, Solitary & Leaat Ssndpipers, Greater Yellowlegs,
Killdeer and Woodoock, One Great Blue Heron (M. Krishnamoorthy) end 2 Greea Herons; 4
Whip—poor-wills, 1 Bobolink(Zhan Robbinsg), 1 Blue Grosbeek(Nen R bkinelendsr), 1 Yeliow=
billed “uckco(K, Krishnamoorthy), 1 Solitary Vireo(J., Solem), 1 Veery (KK), 2 Yellow=
throsted Vireos(CR), 2 Water Pipite(Js), 1 Pileuted Woodpecker ané 1 Ruby-throated Huzming-
bird(Doris Aymar--ilavilands also had 1 in Mont, €o.). The above list should give ths reader
en idea of the many spscles whioh were represented by only 1 or 2 birds end no effort wes
made to list e¢very one. Three species of owls—Barred, Scivech & Barn were listed. B. Hotwz
deserves speciel mention for her Pfeeder count of 50 Housge SpariowWse o o o

"\w The sur cemg out as we begen gethering for the tsally buffet el the Rhdnelenders. The
club thenks Nan and Fred for belng gracicus hosts 4o our sesocrnd smpuel deily and to lucile
Peters who made sure there wes a good balance of food and plenty of it. To Kris Krishna-
rocrthy and Tomm Moyer who organized and tallied the counds e tremendous thank you, It may
be that just ae 1975 was cur year for en extrsordinarily good count we will icok back end
renauber May Count 197P az one of our most diffioult snd challenging birding oxperiences evero
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NEVW LEADRERS

The rowly elocted snd appointed Board members for the Howard chapter of MDS oxe
Leted below along with thelr phong nmumbers, The Board meetz monthly in an stiempt

N—to provide & variety of interesting progrems and activities for this club, Your

auggestions are eboouraged and wel comed.

President-Ben Dawson 730-8549; Vice-president-lucile Peters 465-6293; Secretery-
Peul Zucker; Treasurer="Krig' Krishnamoorthy 997-5967; Newsletter-Nen Rhinelander
2862427 and Jo Solem 725-5037; Community Relaticns-Anite Conren 988-9360; Education
sod Plenning-Bob Herndon 730-0942; Membgrship-Alice Fezekes 750-3993; Publicity-
Prances Dawson 750-8549; Conservation-Elleen and John Clegg 730-4562; Bookstore-
Marcia Krishnsmoorthy 997-5967; Programs-Tom Moyer 750-0138; Field Trips-Gathy &
Leroy Williamgon 750-0%38; Trustee to State MOS-Merty Chestem 7301527,

SUTDRDOOR WORKSHOP

our first-ever Qutdoor Workshop wes held at Cemp Woodbine on Sunday, April 25,
Dgspite intermittent drizale in the moming, the dities improved by noon and the
participents hsd e chancs to examine the floxs and fauna of the area. Iancile Peters
did a fire Job of plunning=-you missed an interesting day if you couldn'{ make it.

Just over 40 pevple including sowc from the Frederick end Patusent chapters saw some
carly migrents: Indigo Bunting, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Eastern Kingbird, Chestrut-
sided Warbler, Black-throated Green Warbler;, Ysllow Warbler, Veery, Great-orssted Fly-
catcher, Broad-winged Hawks, Baltimore Orlole end Yellow-throatsd Virego, A EHed Fox,
dpotted furtles, and s Black Rat Snhake wore elsoc seen plus humerous spacies of traes,
wild flowers and fems, Perhaps the highlight of the dey was ths finding of three
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher nests anda Parula Warbler nest-<ell still being worked on. The
Parula neeh wes firgt any of us (including the leader David Holwes) had ever seen

I% was 50Y up in sn elmost bare tree with a Gnstcatcher's nest perhaps 25° from 1t in
another bars tree s both peirg-could be watched from 1-ventsge point. Bothethe bird -
banding by Kethy Klimkiewlcz and the horseshce-malking demonsiration by Tom Moyer

wers popular,

OALENDAR

PROGRAYM

May 15, Thursdsy - Mrs, Oscar Carlson - "Mark Oatesby, the Naturaligt®. Thig is en
outstanding color film about one of America’s early paturslists. It is one of the
Williomeburg series of f2lms and is highly reoormended for children as well as adilts:
7345 P M, 2t Swansfield Elsmgntery School.

Junig 12, Szturpday - Anpuel Pionic at Pat Jackeon's on Trotter Rde= The anrual pionic

is held in lieu of e Jung evening meeting. A mep will be pubiished in the Jung news~
lettsr but for now rTeserve this late aftemmoon and early evening on your oalendaz,

Bring own food, drink end utimeils. Grills are furmished, Coms any time after 4100 P.i
end ¢njoy birding and wild flower watching (last year we found the Green Dragon, Arisgaeme
Drecontium-——a relative of the Jack-in-the-pulpit blooming along the river znd a nest of
bsby rabbits). Lasts till duck,

NOUNs FOR BIRDS

Are you acquainted with the following mnglish collective nouns for some common birds?
(from Now, 1975 and Karch 1976 igsues of Oyganio Gerdening)

oast of havks wmarder of crovs dool of turtledoves walk of enips
charm of geldfinches skein of geoese mel ster of peacocks murmuration of
exsltation of lazks watch of nightingales siege of heron stariing
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Zilcen end John Clegg haove recently bsun sppointed as co-Conssrvation Chalrmen..
They plan to do o monthly column in the newsletier spotlighting ideas, problems,
rces of informetion, etc.

CLAGG'S OCONSKRVATION QORNER

If you are en emateur ornithologist, botanist, entomolégist end/or naturalist,

then ths Marylend Congervetionst Magazine is @ must! This bleck and white magazine
features a Varlety of subject matter dealing with natural history and wildiife in
Meryland, The "Ospreys of Petercons Point' is a feature article in the March/April
176 igoue. The subscription fee of §2,00 a year entitles you to 6 issuas-—s real bargain{
Mail your check %o: Marylend Conservationist Magazine

Taves State Office Bullding G-4

Annapolis, Md. 21401
Know end axplore yowr state this year?d

BOOK REVIEW

The Dictionary of smericon Bird Namos, Ernest 4. Choate. Gembit, Boston, 1973,
Iliunstratsd. 320950

What is a "timber doodle?™® Why ieg the name " sors” unusuel?
Hore in ohe convenienit bird-guide-sized volume is the znower to the "why?"
of bird names, v

All the birds on the Americsn Check lList are alphabetically arrsnged in two
sections. The firwt section covers the origins and meaniys of common names, including
é?.‘Lma.‘!. and nioknamas, the ae@ond, acientiﬁo ne.mesc The text is enlivmed by @ommwts
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4 third aect:\,on @ontains a biographioal 1ndex of bird peoplo ~=Audubon, Nutt.all,
oo alo Finally, there is a necessary Bnglish-Latin glossary., Illustrations are from -
Bewick's 4 History of British Birds.

® A "timber doodle” is a local nsme for woodcock, Sora is one of the few
native Americsn Indien names that have endured, elthough Whi skey Jack is closs—<i%
comee from the Algonquin Whi &katjan,
Rogsmund Munro

ENDANGERED SPBECIES ACT PROTECTS SNAILS

The Interior Departmgnt recently put 32 species of snalls on elther the chdangersd
or the threatened specles list, Since the Indengersd Species Act wes peassed in 1973,
139 epecles of memmels, birds, fish and reptiles have sarned the dubicus distinction of
being nemed to the list. Since snails are a link in the food chaln, ecaten by both fish
and birds, thay are a helpful indicator of the overall health of xivers, preiries sud
forests, The gtep of adding them to the list gives them protection from collectors
and prohibite federal agencies from funding projects (such as dams) thet would hamm
them but habitat changes mey still osuse the dewise of zoms specles which exist in only
ong known aree,

CHANGE~- DON'T DISCARD

m\# Fesl Bree to bring your no-longer-wanied congervation or naturg-oriented magezlnes,
Y bulletins ox newsletters to any meeting vhere they can be rsoycled to other readerss



